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Electricity Generation Emissions
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Supply

The government

Plant Trees

Bury it: 
Geo-sequestration

Demand

Gas

Coal

Renewable

10 for 10MWh

5 for 10MWh

No Certificates 
needed

$15

$15

$15

Indicative costs only



Current costs Carbon cost

$40 / MWh

$35 / MWh

$65 / MWh

Coal

Gas

Wind

$15.00
+ = $50.00 / MWh

$7.50
+ =

$0+ = $65.00 / MWh

$47.50 / MWh

Cheapest

Cheapest

+ = Future costs

Indicative costs only



Business Roundtable on Climate Change

• 6% drop in GDP in 2050 with 60% reductions 
• GDP growth falls from 2.2% to 2.1%
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Business Roundtable on Climate Change

• But late action costs more than double 
• 13% off GDP and annual growth falls to 1.9%
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Stern pathways for 60% cuts



Stern pathways for 90% cuts



Costs are invariably overstated
• Catalytic converters - industry claimed costs over 

$1000, in fact - $100 each - with better fuel efficiency 
and annual health savings in UK alone of $5bn

• Sulphur dioxide trading in US to stop acid rain –
claims of 25-30% increase in electricity prices, in fact 
they had no significant impact on prices with $125 
million in health benefits

• Regulations to clean up US coal mining - industry 
claimed $6-$12/t, in fact < $1


